
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-03 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF OCEAN RIDGE, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING ITS CODE OF ORDINANCES AT CHAPTER 58, 
"UTILITIES," ARTICLE II, ENTITLED "FENCING AND SCREENING 
OF SEW AGE DISPOSAL FACILITIES AND TREATMENT PLANTS," BY 
AMENDING SECTION 58-26, ENTITLED "REQUIRED; PAYMENT OF 
COSTS; REVIEW OF PLANS," TO REVISE THE FENCING 
REQUIREMENT TO BE BY CONCRETE BLOCK WALL OF UP TO 
EIGHT (8) FEET IN HEIGHT AROUND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
FACILITIES OR SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS; PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, SEVERABILITY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida (the "Town") is a duly constituted 

municipality having such power and authority conferred upon it by the Florida Constitution and 
Chapter 166, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the Town has observed that several sewage disposal facilities and sewage 

treatment plants ("sewage plants") within the Town are fenced by concrete block walls which are 
eight (8) feet in height; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Code of Ordinances currently only allows for chainlink or concrete 
block walls of up to six (6) feet in height with landscape screening to fence sewage plants; and 

WHEREAS, the Town has determined that allowing concrete block walls of no greater 
than eight (8) feet in height would create consistency with some of the existing fencing and allow 

for others to increase their fencing around sewage plants to further mitigate the potential adverse 
effects of the sewage plants; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Commission has determined that the enactment of this ordinance 
amendment is for a proper municipal purpose, that it is in the best interests of the residents.of the 
Town, and will serve to further protect the aesthetics of the neighborhood and mitigate the 
potential adverse effects of sewage plants in the Town. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE 
TOWN OF OCEAN RIDGE, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1 - Findings of Fact: The WHEREAS clauses set forth above are adopted herein as 

true findings of fact of the Town Commission. 



SECTION 2 - Amendment: Chapter 58 "Utilities," Article IV "Fencing and Screening of 

Sewage Disposal Facilities and Treatment Plants," Section 58-26 "Required; Payment of costs; 

review of plans," is hereby amended to read as follows (underline denotes additions; stricken 

through denotes deletions): 

Article IV. - FENCING AND SCREENING OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL FACILITIES AND 
TREATMENT PLANTS. 

Sec. 58-26. - Required; Payment of Costs; Fencing and Hedge Requirements; Review of 
Plans. 

(a) All sewage disposal facilities or sewage treatment plants heretofore or hereafter 
constructed within the town shall be fenced as indicated in this section. Such fence shall be 
constructed in accordance with the provisions of the Standard Building Code adopted by the 
town and shall be screened from view by a hedge at least six feet in height around the outside 
of the fence. 

(b) The cost of installing and maintaining a chainlink or concrete block fence, which 
must be at least six .(fil feet in height and no greater than eight (8) feet in height, around the 
perimeter of the sewage disposal facility or sewage treatment plant, together with a locked 
gate, and the required hedge screening, shall be borne by the owner of the property upon which 
the sewage disposal facility or sewage treatment facility is located. 

(c) The concrete block fence shall be finished with stucco with integral color or 
finished with stucco and painted, or finished with other decorative opaque material so the 
seams of the blocks are obscured. The hedge shall be the same height as the fencing at the time 
of installation (or reasonably anticipated to reach the height of the fencing within six (6) 
months) and maintained at least at the height of the fencing thereafter. The maximum height of 
the hedge may exceed the height of the fencing if not otherwise prohibited by the provisions of 
this code. 

( aj) Before any building permit is issued for the construction of a sewage disposal 
facility or sewage treatment plant within the town, the property owners shall submit a plan 
prepared by a registered engineer or architect to the building official of the town, laying out in 
detail the proposed fence, gate and required screening. The building official or plumbing 
inspector shall review the plan to see if it is reasonably designed to prevent unauthorized 
personnel from entering the sewage disposal facility or sewage treatment plant and to see if the 
proposed hedge is of sufficient density and height to reduce the noise made by the facility or 
plant and to screen it from view from the street, adjoining property and structures proposed for 
the subject property. No building permit will be issued until an acceptable plan is submitted, 
and no certificate of occupancy will be issued until the building inspector determines that the 
fencing and screening have been installed in compliance with the provisions of the proposed 
plan. 



( t½_) Before any building permit is issued for repairs to existing sewage treatment 
facilities or plants, the owner of the property shall submit an affidavit that the facility or plant 
is fenced and screened in accordance with this article. If the facility or plant is not fenced and 
screened in accordance with this article, before any building permit is issued for the repair of 
the sewage disposal facility or sewage treatment plant located within the town, the property 
owner shall submit a plan prepared by a registered engineer or architect to the building official 
of the town, laying out in detail the proposed fencing and screening of the sewage disposal 
facility or sewage treatment plant. The building official shall review the plan to see if it is 
reasonably designed to prevent unauthorized personnel from entering the sewage disposal 
facility or sewage treatment plant and to see if the proposed hedge is of sufficient density and 
heightto reduce the noise made by the facility and to screen it from view from the street, 
adjoining property and structures on the subject property. No building permit shall be issued 
until an acceptable plan is submitted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the existing sewage 
treatment facility or plant is fenced by previously permitted chainlink fencing, the chainlink 
fencing may continue to be utilized if the building official determines that the existing or 
proposed hedge is of sufficient density and height to reduce the noise made by the facility and 
to screen it from view from the street, adjoining property and structures on the subject 
property. If the permitted chainlink fencing with existing or proposed hedge is determined to 
be insufficient in density and/or height, the building official may impose other reasonable 
requirements including, but not limited to, full compliance with this section to reduce the noise 
made by the facility and to screen it from view from the street, adjoining property and 
structures on the subject property. 

SECTION 3 - Codification: The ordinance shall be codified in the Code of Ordinances of the Town 
of Ocean Ridge, Florida. 

SECTION 4 - Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances: All Ordinances, Resolutions or parts of 
Ordinances and Resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 5 - Severability: If any word, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof 
contained in this Ordinance is declared to be unconstitutional, unenforceable, void or inoperative by 
a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 6 - Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 

FIRST READING this 'J1h day of February, 2022. 

SECOND AND FINAL READING this 7th day of March, 2022. 

Commissioner Wiescholek offered the foregoing Ordinance, and moved its adoption. 
The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hurlburt and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as 
follows: 

KRISTINE DE HASETH, Mayor 
AYE NAY 
X 



SUSAN HURLBERT, Vice Mayor 

STEVE COZ, Commissioner 

GEOFF PUGH, Commissioner 

MARTIN WIESCHOLEK, Commissioner 

X 

X 

X 

X 

The Mayor thereupon declared this Ordinance approved and adopted by the Town 
Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, on second reading, this 7th day of March, 2022. 

ATTESTLJ ~ 
K~~wn Clerk 


